
“Madonna del Parto” early 1460’s, Piero della Francesca,  Monterchi, Italy. 

The title “Madonna del Parto” means “Our Lady of the Childbirth”.    This fresco was painted over a side altar in a country church  just below 
the small hill top town of Monterchi, which is less than 10 miles from Piero’s home town of Sansepolcro.  While images of the Virgin in 
pregnancy are to be found elsewhere in that region, there is nothing quite like this one to be found anywhere.   Like a queen of old, the 
Madonna is in her final days of lying in before the birth.  Such pavilions were used by the wealthy of Piero’s day and, like this one, some 
were even lined in fur.   The setting presents her as a noble woman  and two servant angels draw back the curtains as the Madonna turns 
towards the light and the viewer, but in the intimacy of her pavilion, she is unadorned.  There is no richly decorated mantle, no jewel,  just 
the blue woad-died gown of pregnancy worn over a white shift.  She has even loosened the gown at the front for comfort. The position of 
her left hand suggests back pain, while the right hand rests with love over her unborn child.  Her stance is brave, yet graceful, but her face 
is that of a young inexperienced girl.  The blue pigment has suffered losses but originally stronger shadows must have swollen her belly to 
startle the viewer upon entering the church.  This is an intimate and seldom seen view of a woman just days or even hours before her 
labour.  Much can be said about geometry and how the arms of the angels can lead the viewer’s eye to form two triangles and that 
together they form the shape of a star and at its centre is  Mary’s womb.  The pavilion may be intended to recall the Ark of the Covenant, 
borne by the Jews as they wandered in the wilderness; the sacred scripture hidden behind its curtains, and guarded by angels.  Here Mary 
bears the Word made flesh, whose fully human nature is made visible to us in the reality of her pregnancy.  Piero painted this fresco over 
another one which showed the Madonna and her new born Child enthroned.  This was a deliberate and daring shift in iconography.   It is 
known from the plaster beneath that Piero did it in just seven days - another allusion?   Nothing is known now of the circumstances of this 
commission.   It is known that his mother came from the town of Monterchi.  Perhaps this fact was put at the service of his meaning.  
Although the Madonna wears a pedestrian blue, she is surrounded by white, which is the colour of faith, green, the colour of hope, and 
over these the rich red cloth of love.   And perhaps this is the framework with which we should read her expression and the fresco as a 
whole.  Madonna del Parto, pray for us. 

READINGS FOR 7TH MAY 2023: Acts 8:5. 14-17, Ps 65, 1Pt 3:15-18, Jn 14:15-21 
RESPONSE TO THE PSALM: Cry out with joy to God all the earth.

Sixth Sunday of Easter,  14th May 2023 

TODAY’S GOSPEL : Jn 14: 15-21 
Jesus said to his disciples, ”If you love me, you will 
keep my commandments.  And I will pray the 
Father, and he will give you another Counsellor, to 
be with you for ever, even the Spirit of truth, whom 
the world cannot receive, because it neither sees 
him nor knows him; you know him, for he dwells 
with you, and will be in you. "I will not leave you 
desolate; I will come to you. Yet a little while, and 
the world will see me no more, but you will see me; 
because I live, you will live also. In that day you will 
know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in 
you.  He who has my commandments and keeps 
them, he it is who loves me; and he who loves me 
will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and 
manifest myself to him.” 
FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK 
This coming Thursday 18th May is the Solemnity of the Ascension 
of the Lord, which is a Holy Day of Obligation.  Masses will be at 
7.15am, 1.15pm and 5.15pm.  
READINGS FOR SUNDAY 21ST MAY 2023 
Acts 1:12-14, Ps 26, 1 pt 4:13-16, Jn 17:1-11 
MISSION APPEAL TODAY 
At the end of each Mass Fr Bonaventure Peter CSSp will make an 
appeal on behalf of the Spiritan Fathers, who are also known as the 
Holy Ghost Fathers.    If you can, please give generously. 
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CHEQUES: THE DOMINICAN COUNCIL 
Cheques to be paid into our Dominican accounts at RBS must say “The 
Dominican Council”.  Recently, RBS have refused to pay in cheques which 
were made out differently,  eg.  “Dominican Community” of  “St Albert’s 
Parish”.  
THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 
Matilda Narine, Sarah Whyte and Gabriel Michelon will be confirmed this 
coming Friday by Archbishop Leo at Sacred Heart.  Let us remember then in 
our prayers this week.  
CHANGES TO MASS TIMES FOR THE SUMMER BREAK 
The last Mass at 1.15pm before the summer break will be on Friday 19th 
May.  The last student Mass is on Sunday 21st May.   
CHANGING WEEKDAY MASS TIMES  
While the 5.15pm Mass, Monday to Friday, and the Mass at noon on 
Saturday are well attended, the numbers at the 1.15pm Mass have dwindled  
Sometimes there are only two or three people.  We have noted this for two 
years now.  We propose that when the new academic year begins in 
September we celebrate a Mass in the early morning instead. If you currently 
attend this Mass at 1.15pm please make your views known to Fr Dermot by 
email.  If you are someone who would be likely to come to a Mass sometime 
after 7am and ending by 8.30am, please let Fr Dermot know by email.  
 VOLUNTEERS FOR THE FILMING OF MASS TODAY 
Volunteers are needed to attend a special Mass on Sunday 14th May at 2pm. 
This Mass will be filmed as part of the documentary “Becoming Dominic”.   
There is no need to let us know if you are coming just turn up at 2pm.  
TWO UPCOMING WALKS 
Calton Hill and the Stones of Scotland, Saturday 20th May, meeting at the 
Balmoral Hotel at 11am. Colinton and Craiglockhart Dells, Wednesday 7th 
June, meeting at Slateford Water of Leith Visitor Center at 10am.  For more 
information see the poster on the noticeboard or contact Frances on 
frsrbs@gmail.com. 
PARISH BOOK GROUP  
The next Parish Book Group meeting is scheduled for Thursday 14th July at 
7.30pm,  in the Priory Library, when the group will discuss the novel  “The 
Wide Sargasso Sea”  by Jean Rhys (192 pages). For further details please 
contact stevenpmale@gmail.com.  
SPECIAL COLLECTION NEXT SUNDAY 
World Communications Day is on Sunday 21st May. Pope Francis has chosen 
the theme of speaking with the heart - “The truth in love” (Eph 4:15). There 
will be a special collection for the apostolate of communications.  

MASS TIMES AT ST ALBERT ’S: Monday to Friday 1.15pm, 5.15pm (live -streamed)  Saturday  12 noon (live-streamed)   Sunday 9am (live-streamed), 10am, 12 
noon.  For live streaming go to https://scotland.op.org/live/ .  You can also view our live stream at https://www.churchservices.tv/edinburgh 

JUNE DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
23 & 24.06  Weekend Conference; “St Dominic  
  and His Preachers of Grace” 
AUGUST DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
06.08    Blessing of the Statue of St Dominic 
08.08  Feast of St Dominic 
27.08.      Parish Assembly 
GARDENING GROUP FOR ST ALBERT’S 
The flower beds need some TLC.  Please contact Fr Dermot by email. 
ST DOMINIC PROJECT 
MAY: Costing and Permissions  JUNE & JULY: Works.  
COMPLETION by 8th August 2023, Feast of St Dominic. 

NEW EVERY SUNDAY 
Fr Dermot’s four Sunday Services from 2018 are being repeated on 
BBC Radio Scotland at 7am.  There was one this morning and one 
more still to come next Sunday.  
ST MARGARET PILGRIMAGE 
St Margaret Pilgrimage returns to Dunfermline on Sunday 18th June. 
Mass is at 2:30pm in St Margaret’s Memorial Church in East Port, 
with Archbishop Cushley as principal celebrant. Prior to that there is 
an ecumenical service at 12:30pm in Dunfermline Abbey, followed 
by prayers at the tomb of St Margaret. Join people from across the 
Archdiocese and beyond to give thanks to God for St Margaret’s 
example of faith, charity and leadership. 

ST DOMINIC AND HIS PREACHERS OF GRACE 
You can book by using this link to our website  

https://scotland.op.org/preachersofgrace/  

This conference will be held at New College and is intended for 
parishioners at St Albert’s and for all who are interested in knowing 
more about the Dominican Order.  The conference begins on Friday 
23rd June at 6pm at New College with a welcome and introduction 
from Fr Dermot and and overview of what we do from the 
Provincial.  This will be followed by dinner at St Columba’s by the 
Castle.   On Saturday the 24th June, the morning will be given over 
to looking to the past.  Fr Richard Finn who has just published a 
history of the Province, “The Dominicans in the British Isles and 
Beyond” (CUP), will speak, and (using zoom) Fr Fergus will give his 
own reflections on his many decades of service in the Order.   Then 
the Archbishop will celebrate Mass in the Cathedral at which Fr 
Timothy Radcliffe will preach.  After lunch, we move back to New 
College where a panel of Dominican friars, sisters and laity will 
address the assembly about our range of ministries today.  After 
coffee we look to the future with Fr Timothy Radcliffe talking on 
“Preaching and the Imagination”.  Finally, a second panel made up 
of young Dominican friars, sisters and laity will respond to Fr 
Timothy’s paper and to the conference as a whole.  The day will 
finish with Vespers.  Really, this is  an event you ought not to miss! 

IF YOU INTEND COMING TO THE CONFERENCE PLEASE BOOK 
IT SOONER RATHER THAN LATER, ideally, before 1st June. Fr 
Dermot needs to know the numbers attending well in advance.  
We must tell New College what the likely attendance will be and 
the caterers who will provide dinner, lunch and coffee etc on 
Saturday need to know numbers and will be charging for a 
number that Fr Dermot will give them a few weeks before.  For this 
reason Fr Dermot asks that our parishioners who now have ample 
advance notice, book now or as soon as possible. What would not 
be helpful is that a sizeable number of people book the week 
before as happened in March with the Holy Ground Lecture. This 
time we are likely to close the Eventbrite page a week or two before 
it begins.  
The conference is free and open to the general public but we do 
ask for cash donations on the day to help cover the  cost of 
catering from those who can afford to give.   

ST DOMINIC PRAY FOR US! 
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